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DUMPING CHARGES BEGIN JULY 3RD 
 

 
In an effort to help reduce tax rates, City Council 
approved dumping charges at the City’s Solid Waste 
Convenience Center beginning July 3, 2007.  In the 
past, the City’s real estate and other taxes have paid for 
this service.  City Council decided that those residents 
who use the Center should pay for its operation.  This 
payment will come in the form of a per load dumping 
charge.  Charges will be based on the size of the load 
being dumped. 
 

The Convenience Center is located behind Wal-Mart 
with its entrance on the Charles Dimmock Parkway.  
Residents of the City have been dumping trash, junk 
and brush at the Convenience Center for free since it 
opened many years ago.  The Convenience Center 
costs the City over $250,000 per year to operate. 
 

In an effort to keep our neighborhoods attractive, brush, 
tree trimmings and yard waste dumping at the Center 
will remain free to residents of the City.  Any 
commercial operators with this form of waste will be 
charged.  Residents of the City are encouraged to trim 
their trees and keep their properties tidy with free 
dumping of yard waste.   
 

Charges for dumping solid waste, including household 
waste, junk, building materials and any other discarded 
items will be based on the following rate schedule: 
 

Small Load ($10) – Any amount that is less 
 than a medium load. 

 

Medium Load ($20) – A load that fits into a 8 
foot pick-up truck bed loaded approximately 
even with the sides of the bed. 

 

Large Load ($30) – Any amount that exceeds a 
 medium load. 

 

Attendants at the Convenience Center will accept cash 
or checks for payment of these dumping fees.  The City 
will be working over the next year so that debit and 
credit cards can be taken at the Center.   
 

A great majority of the City’s residents do not use the 
Center for trash and junk and therefore should not have 
their taxes paying for something they do not use.  Any 
questions regarding these charges should be directed 
to the Public Works Department at 520-9372.  

GOT JUNK?  PUT IT ON THE CURB 
 

Many residents are not aware that the City’s contract 
for trash collection includes the removal of some junk 
with your weekly trash collection.  The City is a member 
of the Central Virginia Waste Management Authority 
(CVWMA).  The CVWMA hires a trash collection 
service to pick up our solid waste each week.  Many 
residents believe they must haul household junk and 
appliances to the City’s Solid Waste Convenience 
Center.  In fact, much of this junk and these old 
appliances can be collected from in front of your house 
by the City’s trash collection service on the day your 
trash is collected. 
 

The City’s contract with the CVWMA provides for the 
collection of what is called “Bulky Waste”.  This is 
defined as “a large appliance, piece of furniture or 
waste material from a residential source, other than 
construction debris or non-household hazardous waste, 
that cannot be placed in a cart or container”.  In other 
words, certain things that do not fit into your rolling 
trash cart can still be collected with your weekly trash.  
The trash collection service has a special vehicle to 
collect this residential bulky waste if it cannot fit in the 
trash truck.  Since most households in the City do not 
have Bulky Waste Collection more than once or twice a 
year, residents can probably get this done with the 
City’s trash service in their pick-up truck at no additional 
charge.   
 

The contract also provides for something called 
“Special Bulky Waste Collection”.  This means “the 
collection of an amount of Bulky Waste that exceeds 
the quantity of material that could not safely be placed 
in and transported by a one-half ton pick-up truck”.  
This service provides for a large quantity of junk 
collected from a residence, but additional charges will 
apply.  If a household were to have a Special Bulky 
Waste Collection, residents should contact the 
Department of Public Works at 520-9372 or the 
CVWMA at the phone number listed on your trash can.  
A Special Bulky Waste Collection can then be 
scheduled at your home within three working days.  If a 
household gets a Special Bulky Waste Collection, you 
will be billed for it.   

 
Continued on Page 2 
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GOT JUNK?  PUT IT ON THE CURB (CONTINUED) 
 

Residents are advised that you can put an old 
appliance out at the curb and the trash service will 
collect it.  They will deliver it to the City’s Solid Waste 
Convenience Center and it will be disposed of properly 
at no cost to you.  In addition, residents that are willing 
to bundle yard and garden trimmings can also have 
them collected by the trash service.  A bundle is defined 
as “yard and garden trimmings securely tied together 
forming an easily handled package not exceeding 4 feet 
in length or 75 pounds in weight”.  If you have some 
sticks or tree trimmings that you cannot fit in your trash 
cart, you can bundle them and the trash service will 
take them away. 
 

Residents of the City are encouraged to use the 
convenience of Bulky Waste Collection a few times a 
year if you need it.  Please be advised that those 
households that regularly have Bulky Waste Collection 
can be charged for it if it occurs too frequently. 
 

City Council hopes that residents will have Bulky Waste 
removed from their property through the use of the 
trash service or through the City’s Convenience Center 
to help keep our neighborhoods clean and looking 
attractive.  
 

JULY 4TH FIREWORKS 
 
Everyone knows that the new Regal 16 Cinema 
Complex is being constructed on the site where the City 
used to detonate the fireworks on July 4th.  Some 
people are wondering if the City is still having a 
fireworks display.  Due to the generosity of the Roslyn 
Farms Corporation, the City has secured another site to 
use as a detonation area.  This site is on Roslyn Farms 
property down by the American Family Fitness Center 
and the construction site for the two new hotels.  While 
the viewing angles are different than when the fireworks 
were shot from the mall site, the City expects them to 
be clearly visible from all viewing locations in the 
Southpark area and most locations on the east side of 
the City.   
 

Residents are encouraged to enjoy the July 4th 
fireworks display.  The Members of City Council 
certainly hope you will invite your friends and family to 
Colonial Heights for your Independence Day 
Celebration.   

COUNCIL ADOPTS BUDGET AND CUTS  
REAL ESTATE TAX RATE  

 
On May 8, 2007, City Council adopted the $68.5 million 
budget for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2007.  The 
budget provides for the City’s growth in the coming fis-
cal year and maintains the quality services our resi-
dents expect.  The budget also provides funding to 
keep the Colonial Heights Public Schools one of the 
best school systems in our area.   
 
In adopting the budget, City Council reduced the real 
estate tax rate from a $1.18 to $1.15 per $100 of as-
sessed value effective January 1, 2008.  City Council 
did this to partially offset the projected effect of the 
January 2008 real estate reassessments.  While this 
tax rate reduction will not affect tax bills in calendar 
year 2007, property owners should see some partial 
relief from the impact of reassessment.  Property values 
in Colonial Heights continue to advance due to higher 
than average residential and commercial demand be-
cause of our education system, responsive public 
safety and quality of life. 
 
City Council also adjusted the personal property tax 
reimbursement percentage for calendar year 2008.  
Most of our residents are aware that the Common-
wealth of Virginia attempted to eliminate personal prop-
erty taxes at the local level beginning during Governor 
Gilmore’s term in office.  Unfortunately, the Common-
wealth was only able to afford a 70% reduction on vehi-
cle values under $20,000 back in 2003.  In a further 
move most residents did not notice, in 2005 the Com-
monwealth capped its reimbursement to localities 
throughout the State.  This cap was based on the total 
amount the State paid in fiscal year 2004.  In other 
words, while the value of new vehicles has been rising 
since 2004, the State’s reimbursement to localities has 
remained at 2004 levels.  
 
City Council made an adjustment to the personal prop-
erty tax reimbursement percentage so that the City 
could also cap its total personal property tax revenues 
at fiscal year 2004 levels.  As a result, residents with 
newer vehicles could pay slightly more local tax during 
calendar year 2008.  City Council has taken action to 
stabilize the City’s total revenue from personal property 
taxes at 2004 levels.  In other words, the Common-
wealth capped its contribution at 2004 levels, so the 
City is capping its total personal property revenues at 
2004 levels as well. 
 
The upcoming budget provides for all of our services, 
the maintenance of City facilities and the replacement 
of worn out equipment.  Any questions about the 
budget can be directed to City Manager Rick Anzolut at 
520-9265.  

The City Focus 
 

The City Focus is a newsletter mailed to residents of the 
City of Colonial Heights, published by the Office of the 

City Manager, to inform residents of government actions 
and events of interest in the City. 

 

This newsletter is printed on recycled paper. 
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REGIONAL TOURISM CORPORATION  
UP AND RUNNING 

 
Many residents are aware that the City is a member 
of the Petersburg Area Regional Tourism Corpora-
tion (PART).  This partnership (with the Cities of 
Hopewell and Petersburg, along with the Counties of 
Chesterfield, Dinwiddie and Prince George) was 
formed to promote visitation and tourism in our re-
gional area.  Tourism is a significant economic force 
statewide and the Tri-City/Tri-County region certainly 
wants to take advantage of this economic activity.  
Our City Manager, Rick Anzolut, serves as PART’s 
President and has been instrumental in the advance-
ment of the Corporation and its marketing activities.   
 
The Corporation functions in the office of the Crater 
Planning District Commission.  It has hired a Direc-
tor, Mr. David Shulte, who comes to us after 15 
years with the Williamsburg Convention and Visitors 
Bureau.  Mr. Shulte has established the organization 
and done significant planning toward the long term 
success of PART.  Numerous television spots and 
tourism related marketing has been accomplished to-
date.  Over the coming months, PART will expand its 
marketing and promotional activities to make our re-
gion a more popular tourist destination.  PART will 
also be assisting those coming to our area as a re-
sult of the expansion of Fort Lee. 
 
The City of Colonial Heights expects to have a great 
deal of increased retail activity as the result of visi-
tors.  These new sales, lodging and meals taxes will 
help maintain our services while minimizing the im-
pact on local taxpayers.  Residents are encouraged 
to log onto www.petersburgarea.org to see PART’s 
website and the promotion of quality attractions and 
events in our regional area.  If you have any ques-
tions about PART, please contact our City Manager 
at 520-9265. 
 

 
IN MEMORY OF 

LENNIE M. SMITH – STREET SUPERINTENDENT 
DECEMBER 18, 1944 – APRIL 7, 2007 

 
The City’s Streets Superintendent was fatally  

injured in an auto accident while on vacation.  Our 
thoughts and prayers go out to his widow, Mrs.   

Patricia Smith, who is at MCV recovering from seri-
ous injuries sustained in the same accident.  Our 
deepest sympathies go out to the Smith family.  

CITY COUNCIL DENIES ITSELF A PAY RAISE 
 

Many residents are not aware that Members of City 
Council rejected the concept of increasing their sala-
ries during the Council Meeting in May.  While City 
Council had some discussions on increasing Coun-
cil’s salaries and did introduce a measure for a pay 
raise on first reading, the matter was rejected upon 
its second reading.  Council salaries were initially 
established in 1950.  The City Council gave itself a 
pay raise in 1994.  Since that time, no other salary 
increases have been approved by City Council. 
 
City Council is required by State law to adopt any 
pay raise at least four months in advance of a City 
Council Election.  If a pay raise were ever to be ap-
proved by City Council, it cannot become effective 
until July 1 following the seating of a new City Coun-
cil.  Regardless, City Council did not approve the 
proposed pay raise.   
 
BEAUTIFICATION COMMISSION SELLING MEMORIAL 

BRICKS FOR THE LEGACY GARDEN 
 

The City is developing a Legacy Garden on property 
at the corner of the Boulevard and Washington Ave.  
The site will contain a new welcome sign as well as 
the Legacy Garden with a brick plaza.  Members of 
the Colonial Heights Beautification Committee are 
selling bricks as a fundraiser.  These memorial bricks 
are engraved with the names of loved ones.  The 
bricks will be placed in a semicircle plaza adjacent to 
the new welcome sign.  Should you wish to purchase 
a brick in memory or in honor of a loved one or family 
member, please contact JoAn Jones at 526-2695.  
 

UPCOMING RECREATION PROGRAMS 
 

� Youth Football and Cheerleading Registration be-
gins Saturday, June 23rd 

 

� Youth Baseball Camp begins June 18th 
 

� Youth Tennis Lessons begin June 18th 
 

� Youth Basketball Camp begins July 9th 
 

� Youth Golf Lessons begin July 11th 
 

� Summer Playground Program (ages 6-12) begins 
June 25th 

 

� Summer Splash 2007 is free and begins June 29th 
 
For more information on these and many other recrea-
tion programs, please call the Recreation Department 
at 520-9390 or visit us at colonial-heights.com 
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PROJECT LIFESAVER IS COMING TO  
COLONIAL HEIGHTS 

 
The Colonial Heights Police Department, Sheriff’s 
Office and Fire/EMS have joined forces to bring the 
citizens of Colonial Heights Project Lifesaver through 
a grant from the Cameron Foundation.   
 
Project Lifesaver’s mission is to use state-of-the-art 
technology in assisting those who care for victims of 
Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia.  Project 
Lifesaver trains, equips and deploys public safety 
agencies to rapidly locate wandering people and 
bring them home to their caretakers through the use 
of individually programmed battery-operated wrist/
ankle transmitters, the signal from which can be 
tracked from the ground or in the air over several 
miles.     
 
For additional information concerning the Colonial 
Heights Project Lifesaver program, please contact 
the Chief’s Office at the Colonial Heights Police De-
partment at 520-9311.  


